
 

 

May 10, 2021 - Minutes for Friends of DeKalb Public Library 
 
Members Present (on Zoom): Nancy Allen, Deborah Booth, Sue Doubler, Donna Gable, Alice Hall 
Staff and Member: Samantha Hathaway 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Alice Hall at 5:02. The minutes of the March meeting were 
accepted as presented. 
 
Treasurer’s Report for April 2021  
 



 

 

Donna reported that the Friends will receive more than $5,000 from the Give DeKalb County campaign. A final 
total is not yet available. The treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 
 
Old Business 
Book Sale  
Deb mentioned that Emily had said the courtyard and possibly the teen room could be used for a book sale 
during the weekend of August 27-29, Corn Fest. Emily had also said that the Friends could hold a book sale in 
the lower level of the library in October.  
 

  April YEAR TO DATE 2021 BUDGET COMMENTS 

      

Beginning 
Balance  $13,640.66  $14,323.26  

      

INCOME      

Dues   $1,354.48 $1,100.00  

Donations   $50.00 $205.75 $4,000.00  in memory of D. Thorsen 

Book Sales  $37.20 $293.42 $5,000.00  book shelves cash 

TOTAL 
INCOME  $87.20 $1,853.65   

  $13,727.86    

      

EXPENSES      

Legal Fees    $800.00  

Adult/All Ages 
programming  $325.00 $549.85 $2,000.00 

$200 Stone Soup 
Shakespeare, $125 Virtual 
Chicago tour 

Teen 
Programming   $286.20 $2,000.00  

Youth 
Programming   $1,838.00 $8,000.00  

Book Sale    $250.00  

Dues & Fees   $100.00 $200.00  

Equipment    $650.00  

Supplies/Posta
ge    $150.00  

Advertising/Pri
nting    $250.00  

Memorials/Gif
ts    $100.00  

Membership 
Recruitment    $350.00  

TOTAL 
EXPENSES  $325.00 $2,774.05   

      

BALANCE  $13,402.86  $0.00  

 



 

 

Sue suggested that the book sale subcommittee should meet in the next few weeks to discuss whether the 
idea for a sale during Corn Fest is feasible. Deb said she would send an email to set up the meeting of the 
group (Sue, Theresa, Donna, Deb, and Alice). Sue thought it would be a good idea if someone from the library 
could attend the meeting to give advice about logistics. Sam said that If Gov. Pritzker goes through with the 
Bridge transition, the library will be open full hours in early June.  
 
Memorial for Dorothy Thorsen 
Alice said that Donna was going to speak with Dorothy’s daughter Jill Olson to ask for her advice about a 
choice of memorial for her mother. Since Donna had to leave the meeting early, this will have to wait until the 
June meeting to learn from Donna about what was suggested. 
 
New information about April funding requests 
Deb read a letter that was in the Friends mailbox written by Britta Krabill; she said she was withdrawing both 
applications (writing class and Chicago architectural tour) that she had submitted the previous month. Sam 
said she will talk to Britta about this; perhaps she was unclear that the Friends had agreed to fund the 
architectural tour.  
 
New Business 
Funding requests  
1. In April the Friends approved $400 to fund two programs ($200 each) about the golden age of radio led by 

Chicago radio host Steve Darnell, but had deferred the decision about which programs to choose until the 
May meeting. Deb sent the list of seven choices to those who had attended the April meeting; the two 
programs that received the most votes were A Beginner’s Guide to the Golden Age of Radio and Lights Out, 
Everybody: Mystery and Horror During the Golden Age of Radio. Sue said she thought Radio Goes to War: 
World War II would also be popular. Deb asked whether we want to expand to three programs from two, at a 
total cost of $600. Sam said that they’ve done programs like this in the past year and had participation from 
20-30 people. Alice moved that we fund all three of them. Nancy seconded. Motion passed. 

2. Susan Garlisch (teen room) - $75 request for boy’s skateboard from Fargo Skateboarding as a grand prize 
for the summer reading program. The store has had already donated a girl’s skateboard. Sue moved that we 
provide the funding. Nancy seconded. Motion approved. 

 
Director’s Report  
The April report was sent in advance to members. There were no questions. 
 
Resumption of in-person meetings at the library 
Deb said that Emily had agreed to allow the Friends to resume in-person meetings in the library beginning in 
June.  Alice said she has transportation problems and she might still have to link up on Zoom. Sam said that 
Emily has reserved the Zimmerman Room for the Friends starting with the June 14 meeting.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:55 p.m. 
 
Submitted by Deborah Booth, secretary   
 
Update to May minutes  
After learning that Alice and Deb are both unavailable on June 14, the members who attend meetings were 
polled about a date change to June 7. All agreed that the June meeting should be changed. It will be held at 5 
pm in the Zimmerman Room. 
 


