
MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

DEKALB PUBLIC LIBRARY—REMOTE ACCESS 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 8, 2020 

7:00 P.M. 

 

The Library Board met on Wednesday, July 8, 2020 from 7:03-8:12 p.m., via Zoom online meeting. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Bill Cummings, Gary Vander Meer, Susan Richter, Sharon Blake, India Washington,  

   Becqui Hunt, Leslie Metz, Marilyn Cleland, Joan Burger 

CALL TO ORDER 

 The meeting was called to order by Bill Cummings at 7:03 p.m. 

ADDITIONS/CHANGES TO AGENDA 

 None. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 None. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 There is a new law is being considered that makes it so that DKPL can provide free library cards to non-resident 

children whose parents earn a certain dollar amount or less. The township would like to offer this to adults as well, 

similar to the IGA that DKPL has with the schools. It is unlikely that this change will affect the number of non-resident 

cards issued by DKPL, but would bring new users to DKPL. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

a) Sikich Audit Management Letter: Emily talked with our accountant about the 2 comments provided in the 

letter. Our accountant has considered them and advises that we continue our current systems. Having DKPL 

fund lines and City of DeKalb fund lines match made things much easier. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a) June 10, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes: Richter moved to approve the minutes as distributed, seconded by 

Hunt. Motion approved by roll call (8/0). 

b) June 24, 2020 Special Board Meeting Minutes: Richter moved to approve the minutes as distributed, 

seconded by Metz. Motion approved by roll call (8/0). 

REPORTS 

a) Director’s Report: DKPL has been open for 3 days, Monday was busy and the last 2 days have been quieter. 

Things are going well so far, no complaints besides the transition and changes to curbside pickup. There 

have been no issues with masks or people doing anything they shouldn’t. We plan to continue with curbside 

as long as there is a safety need due to COVID. DKPL is still being used as a cooling center during the hours 

that we are open. We are suppling masks to patrons who come without them. NIU Net issues have been 

addressed and seem to be fixed.  

DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 

a) Review of Trustee Facts File – Chapter 8: Reviewed and discussed, with salary and benefits being part of this 

chapter Emily will be putting forth a salary scale to the Financial Committee. As an example and comparison; 

the salary and benefit guidelines presented by ILA says that new librarians should be paid what an 

elementary school teacher with a masters should get, which is $24.00/hr., new DKPL librarians get 

$18.00/hr. Proposed adjustments would be implemented over a three year period. Chapter 8 also covers 

Board and Library employee relationships; both encouraging and discouraging relationships and seeking to 

achieve a friendly but professional relationship between Board and staff members.  

b) Review of Standards for Libraries – Chapter 8: DKPL is part of a consortium that provides a lot of materials. 

We are back to sending and receiving materials through ILL, only 3 libraries out of 120+ are not participating 



at this time. Marilyn Cleland raised a question about a DKPL reader’s advisory board; DKPL does have one 

and we will cover this topic more in the Chapter 9 section of the new Review of Standards for Libraries book.  

c) Approval of Personnel Manual Revision: Updated List of Holidays: The Governor has passed a law that all 

government offices be closed on general election days. The exceptions do not include libraries explicitly, and 

there is some legal question about whether this applies to municipal libraries. Vander Meer moved to 

approve the updated list of holidays, seconded by Richter. Motion approved by roll call (9/0).  

d) Discussion of City Council Committee Meeting Use of Yusunas Room: A question has arisen whether the 

library’s Yusunas room might be available to hold meetings for City of DeKalb committees and groups 

beyond City Council and the Planning and Zoning Commission.  The Board discussed pros and cons, the 

current options and limitations presented to the City of DeKalb for meetings, and why DKPL has closed the 

use of our meeting rooms. The Board determined that things will remain as they are at this time, and any 

formal request presented to DKPL regarding the use of our meeting rooms will be considered and discussed.  

FINANCE 

a) Approve Monthly June 2020 Bills: Richter moved to approve the monthly June 2020 bills, seconded by 

Vander Meer. Motion approved by roll call (9/0). Richter noted the excitement of having paid our last land 

payment.  

b) Review Financials: Reviewed and discussed.  

OLD BUSINESS 

 None. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 None. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Richter moved to adjourn at 8:12 p.m., seconded by Metz. Motion approved by roll call (9/0). 

 


