
 

 

Friends of DeKalb Library Minutes, July 7, 2020 
 
Members Present (on Zoom): Nancy Allen, Deborah Booth, Sue Doubler, Donna Gable, Alice Hall, Janis 
Kirts, Carrie Massey, Pat Vary 
Member and Staff: Theresa Winterbauer 
Staff: Emily Faulkner 
 
The meeting was called to order by Alice Hall at 4:20 p.m. The minutes of the June 1, 2020 meeting were 
approved. 
 

Treasurer’s Report  

Donna reported that $15,624.63 is currently in the account; this includes the $6,979.41 that was donated 
during the Give DeKalb County fundraising campaign in May. Donna said she will send a month-by-month 
budget report for the past three months to the secretary to be included with the July minutes sent before the 
August 4 meeting. 
 
Theresa reminded the group that at the June meeting the Friends decided to let the library keep the money 
that had been allocated before the library closed, to be used for virtual programs. Theresa said some of the 
programs for summer had to be canceled, but others were held virtually, out-of-doors, or rescheduled, so the 
funding received for these will still be needed. The animal show may be live at the band shell at Hopkins in 
August instead of June. Theresa said that overall, attendance has been good for the virtual programs, 
particularly the story programs. 
 
Alice suggested that we’ll need to be careful of spending since we have no new income until March 2021, the 
earliest date that we expect to be able to hold the next book sale. 
 
Emily said that there are a few funding requests at today’s meeting, but some of the library’s larger programs 
have been canceled, so there will be less money requested of the Friends overall. 
 
Old Business 

• Donations for the Friends book sale are now being accepted. Colin is working with Emily to determine how 
donated books, CDs, DVDs can be stored safely before sorting. The plan is to quarantine donated materials 
for three days before putting them in the Friends room.  

• Deb said she would write a press release so people would know they can drop off books at the main desk.  

• Alice asked about more storage space for books, as we would probably run out of room in the main storage 
area. Emily said there is additional space in the old section of the library. 

• Emily said that though the books for sale on the bookshelves in the lobby opposite the Friends room are 
considered low risk for the virus, it might be prudent to remove them from the shelves.  

 
New Business 
Theresa shared a request from teen room director Susan Garlisch for summer reading prizes for the teens. 
The request is for $199.92. There are approximately 75 teens participating. Carrie moved to fund the request 
and Janis seconded. Motion carried.   
 
Alice asked about whether there is a requirement for people to wear masks in the library. Emily said that yes, 
masks are required and so far, there have been no problems. 
 
Director Emily Faulkner gave the following report: The library re-opened on July 6; it will be open seven days a 
week, but with more limited hours than before. There will be no meetings in the library, except DeKalb City 
Council, which had a prior contract. For the time being, the curbside pickup will still be available. The library 
saw 50-60 people on the day it reopened and Emily said she wasn’t concerned that it would reach the legal 
capacity of 300 (based on square footage), so at this point, there are no concerns that the number will have to 
be limited. Meeting rooms and study rooms are not open and all programs will be virtual. Seating has been 
removed. Patrons are allowed a limited time on computers, which are wiped down between users. Counters 
are wiped down regularly. Patrons are asked to not reshelve books they have handled but to put the books in a 



 

 

marked area to quarantine. Drinking fountains and hand dryers have been turned off. Magazines can be 
checked out and will be quarantined on return and there is a one-use only policy for each newspaper. In the 
children’s department, all the toys, computers, and the Lego wall have been removed. Children ages two and 
up are expected to wear masks. Masks will be available for free. Interlibrary loan is back, though it may take a 
little longer to get books because they need to be quarantined. 
 
Alice said she didn’t think we could have a limited outside book sale during the weekend that Corn Fest was 
scheduled, as had been discussed at the previous month’s meeting. Donna agreed, saying that it would be too 
difficult to maintain sanitary conditions. Janis suggested we wait until spring.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:55 p.m. 
 
Submitted by Deborah Booth, secretary 


