
MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

DEKALB PUBLIC LIBRARY—REMOTE ACCESS 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 2020 

7:00 P.M. 

 

The Library Board met on Wednesday, June 10, 2020 from 7-7:55 p.m., via Zoom online meeting. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Bill Cummings, Leslie Metz, Gary Vander Meer, Susan Richter, Joan Burger, 

Sharon Blake, India Washington, Becqui Hunt 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Marilyn Cleland 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 The meeting was called to order by Bill Cummings at 7:04 p.m. 

ADDITIONS/CHANGES TO AGENDA 

 None. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 None. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Library has been doing curbside pickup for a little over a week and it’s going well. We are 

working our any kinks as they come up. Patrons are happy to get materials again and have not had 

problems with the system that DKPL has provided.  

COMMUNICATIONS 

a) TIF Letter Regarding Forensic Audit from Bill Nicklas: The Letter was provided to the Board. 

It is unclear whether or not the letter will be followed by any kind of correction regarding 

administrative costs paid with TIF funds by the City of DeKalb. There is to be a Joint Review 

Board Meeting to discuss the situation, a DKPL Board member may attend.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a) May 13, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes: Richter moved to approve as distributed, seconded 

by Burger. Motion approved.  

REPORTS 

a) Director’s Report: Virtual programming attendance has been good.  Emily spoke with Bill 

Nicklas about the City Council Meeting: they’re going to have a town hall on June 22, 

intending to have the meeting here, at the old municipal building, or another location. There 

were some concerns as to appropriate social distancing within the Yusunas Room for a large 

group of people. Will DKPL be working with the NIU Anthropology Museum? DKPL has been 

asked to look at what they have to let them know if it might be a good idea or not.  

DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 

a) Approve Implementation of Limited In-Person Service Plans for Illinois Phase 3 or 4: Illinois is 

currently on track to be in Phase 4 on June 29th. DKPL is currently offering curbside and 

RAILS will be starting ILL at the end of June. The board discussed an in-person plan 

previously provided by Emily, regulating social distancing within DKPL, quarantining of 

materials, continuing or discontinuing curbside, and that we may be in Phase 4 for a 



considerable amount of time.  Emily will revise her in-person plan and the Board will discuss 

it at their next meeting, DKPL will continue with curbside pickup until then.  

b) Approve Purchase of Service Desk Barriers: Emily and the Board discussed what these 

barriers will look like, the installation, and their use to protect patrons and staff. Vander 

Meer moved to approve the purchase of Service Desk Barriers, seconded by Burger. 

Approved by roll call; 7/0.  

c) Issue Statement on Local and National Protests: The Board discussed local and national 

protests, a list of anti-racist materials available through DKPL, and a statement to present to 

the public. Richter moved to approve posting this letter on behalf of the Board, with the 

discussed changes to the book list name and detail that DKPL has chosen these materials, 

seconded by Vander Meer. Motion approved.  

FINANCE 

a) Approve Monthly May 2020 Bills: Richter moved to approve the Monthly May 2020 Bills, 

seconded by Vander Meer. Approved by roll call; 8/0.  

b) Review Financials: reviewed and discussed.  

OLD BUSINESS 

 None. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 The DKPL website has former board members listed and a stock photo on the Board page. These 

items need to be updated with the current board members and a photo of the room most often used for 

board meetings.  

 Emily will begin working on the 2021 budget and asks if the Board has any direction that they 

would like DKPL to take.  The Board feels that we should not cut funding, we will have increases in 

cleaning for COVID-19 and to cut funding we may have to cut staff and services. Emily will begin working 

on the budget and will meet with the Finance Committee.   

 The Board would like to express their condolences to the family of TJ Lusher.  

ADJOURNMENT 

 Richter moved to adjourn at 7:55 p.m., seconded by Hunt. Motion approved.  

  

 


