
MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
DEKALB PUBLIC LIBRARY—REMOTE ACCESS 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 2020 
7:00 P.M. 

 
The Library Board will meet on Wednesday, April 8, 2020, from 7-7:45 p.m., via Zoom online meeting. Members of the public wishing 

to attend the meeting can join via Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/692811862 , meeting ID number 692 811 862, or by calling (312) 626-
6799. Members of the public must remain muted during the meeting, except during the period of public comment. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Bill Cummings, Leslie Metz, Gary Vander Meer, Susan Richter, Joan Burger, Sharon Blake, 

Marilyn Cleland, Becqui Hunt, India Washington.  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Bill Cummings.  
ADDITIONS/CHANGES TO AGENDA 
 None 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 None 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a) Friends have postponed the April Book Sale: This could possibly be rescheduled to July 2020.  
b) We did receive the lawyer’s response to two of our policies, they will be provided to the Board in the May 

meeting.  
COMMUNICATIONS 
 We received a request from Alexander Leonard for documentation pertaining to a trust to be added to the Ellis 
Fund.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a) March 11, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes: The Board would like “decide” changed to “decided” in the last 
sentence of New Business. Gary Vander Meer moved to approve the minutes with recommended changes, 
seconded by Susan Richter.  

b) March 16, 2020 Special Board Meeting Minutes: The Board discussed the Disaster Plan and Safety Manual, 
Emily will resend both and will provide the lawyer’s comments in May. Joan Burger moved to approve the 
minutes as distributed, seconded by Leslie Metz.  

REPORTS 
a) Director’s Report: The Library is moving some of the print budget to e-books. DKPL is working on social 

media, coordinating with other Libraries for an “Easter Egg” hunt. We had some building problems with 
power outages, which are now fixed. EZ Proxy and access to some databases is not working well, we are 
working on this. DKPL is still providing reference, keeping the book drops clear, answering email, and 
offering library cards to be processed at a later time. The progress of City Council meetings being held at 
DKPL has lead to additional meetings with city officials. What they want may be more than or different from 
their initial plan. DKPL and the City of DeKalb are working towards solutions. DKPL is working to keep on 
schedule for the Audit with the City of Dekalb. Everone enjoyed the video of baby chicks hatching. DKPL has 
been in touch with the hospital and Health Department to discuss 3D printing to make gadgets to help with 
masks, face shield holders, etc. Access to the building has been limited to necessary staff.  

DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 
 None 
FINANCE 

a) Approve Monthly March 2020 Bills: We are spending less due to the closure, and discussing distance 
learning and online programs. We are rescheduling events from spring to fall and looking at changing our 
summer reading programs in to virtual programs. Susan Richter moved to approve the monthly March 2020 
Bills, seconded by Marilyn Cleland. Approved by roll call 9/0.  

b) Review Financials: Due to lack of spending, we haven’t had to move any funds. We are currently solvent due 
to the lack of spending at this time. Right now we’re able to move things around within our budget to 

https://zoom.us/j/692811862


transition to more digital and online rather than attempting to reach out to FEMA and other organizations 
for any financial help.  

OLD BUSINESS 
 None 
NEW BUSINESS 
 None 
ADJOURNMENT 
 Susan Richter moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:26 p.m., seconded by India Washington. 
 
 


