
MINUTES FOR THE EMERGENCY SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

DEKALB PUBLIC LIBRARY 

MONDAY, MARCH 16, 2020 

5:00 P.M. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Gary Vander Meer, Sharon Blake, Becqui Hunt, India Washington, Susan Richter, Joan Burger 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Bill Cummings, Leslie Metz, Marilyn Cleland 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 The meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m. by Gary Vander Meer.  

ADDITIONS/CHANGES TO AGENDA 

 None 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 None 

DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 

a) Approve Amendments to Disaster Plan and Safety Manual regarding Communicable Disease Outbreaks: The 

DKPL Disaster Plan and Safety Manual had been updated and was nearly ready for final approval and 

distribution to DKPL employees. At this time, we are now at a level 3 in regards to COVID-19, some DKPL 

employees are working from home, a schedule has been created for managers to empty to book drop daily, 

and key cards have been turned off for all non-essential employees. The board discussed the COVID-19 

situation and the effect on DKPL employees and patrons. The presented amendments to the disaster plan 

will still need to go to a lawyer. Gary Vander Meer moved to approve the Disaster Plan and Safety Manual as 

written, subject to copy editing and legal approval, seconded by Susan Richter. Motion approved.  

b) Approve Amendments to Personnel Manual regarding Extended Emergency Closings: This covers staff pay, 

library services, and building security. The director will make a plan and discuss the plan with the Board 

Chair, including emergency pay and benefits for all staff for an initial period of time followed by weekly 

review. The board discussed future meetings using electronic resources and following updated OMA 

guidelines to meet remotely. Susan Richter moved to approve the amendments to the Personnel Manual 

regarding Extended Emergency Closings, subject to copy editing and legal approval, seconded by Sharon 

Blake. Motion Approved. 

The board discussed the current situation; conversations between DKPL and the City of DeKalb, Health 

Department, and how to proceed with handling library business during this time. RAILS had a conference call 

the morning of 3/16/20, determining that deliveries between libraries would be cancelled. The library will 

continue to promote through social media, to provide ideas for things to do while patrons are at home, and 

consider all options to expand our digital resources during this time. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Susan Richter moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:24 p.m., seconded by Joan Burger.  


