
 

 

Friends of DeKalb Library Minutes, April 1, 2019 
 
Members Present:  Nancy Allen, Deborah Booth, Sue Doubler, Alice Hall, Dorothy Thorsen, Pat Vary. 
Board Liaison and Member Present: Carol Sturm. Library Staff and Member Present: Theresa 
Winterbauer.  

 
The meeting was called to order by President Alice Hall at 5:00 p.m. The minutes of the March meeting 
were approved as presented. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
Dorothy Thorsen reported that in March we received: 
$80.00 in membership dues; $276.00 in donations; $142.00 in book sales and Better Books.  
There were no expenses. The current account balance is $9,420.76. 
 
Old Business 
Book Sale report from Deb: 

• Temporary sign permit applied for and received from the city for the posting of the book sale signs. 

• A press released was emailed to local papers last Monday.  

• Samantha has created a flyer for posting around town and in the library. Flyers were available for 
members to post. 

• Samantha has also created an ad for the sale and would update the electronic sign in the library with 
a notice. 

• Sue will handle a classified ad for the paper. 

• Members and past volunteers were emailed to volunteer to help at the sale and signups went well, 
but more people are needed. The sheet was circulated at the meeting. 

• Deb has not heard from any of the NIU students who volunteered in the last sale - still checking on 
this.  

• Question about NIU Cares Day, which is April 13. It was decided not to ask for volunteers for the sale, 
since the library may have some volunteers and Saturday is the slowest day for the sale. 

• Still to be done:  Check the table signs and make them match the revised categories.  

• Double check the tally sheet to make sure it is up to date. Get it duplicated, along with other signage 
needed for the sale. 

• More book sorting needed. Colin Booth was commended for the excellent job he’s been doing with 
the book sorting. 

• Deb said she would price more of the specially priced books for the sale. 

• Theresa said she would contact people who home-school and some non-profit groups that might want 
leftover books. They could come on Monday morning before teardown at 10. 

 
Carol Sturm said she has empty boxes she can bring in. She mentioned that the new source for leftover 
books is a company called Discovery Books. The leftovers do not have to be sorted, just placed in bins. 
Better World Books established some new rules and will no longer take the leftover books. 
 
Alice said she had been very impressed with the Around the World event, which she attended with her 
niece. 
 
New Business 
The library has reserved October 11-13 for the fall sale. We will have notices about this at the April 
sale. 
 



 

 

Deb said she had bought plexiglass literature holders for Friends flyers, so they are more widely shared 
within the library. 
 
Alice reminded members that the Friends are one of the non-profits that are participating on May 2 in 
the Give DeKalb County Day. The Friends made about $3,100.00 from this fundraiser in 2018. 
 
Funding Requests  
Theresa requested $200.00 for 20 gift cards from a variety of places for the teen summer reading 
program. Dorothy moved for approval, Pat seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Theresa requested $480.19 (this includes $130.20 for shipping and handling) for a mobile hanging bag 
rack for the children’s room to keep book/cd combination kits and multi-piece books together. Carol 
moved to approve, Pat seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Dorothy said that Jill Cutts had sent obituary and note to Dorothy to say that Friends member Gary 
Hellebrand had died on February 26. Gary had helped with book sales for many years. Jill suggested 
that we make a $100.00 donation to buy children’s books in honor of Gary. Dorothy moved to approve, 
Deb seconded. Motion passed 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 PM. Next meeting is set for Monday, May 6 at 5 p.m. in the Bilder 
Room. 
 
Submitted by Deborah Booth  
 
 


