
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

DEKALB PUBLIC LIBRARY 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2018 

7:00 P.M. 

Members Present:  Wendell Johnson, Joan Burger, Carolyn Massey, Bill Cummings,  

Gary Vander Meer 

Members Absent:  Janis Kirts, Joe Mitchell, Susan Richter 

Guests:   Marisa Glover, Kelly Zabinski, Ashley Murcia, Samantha Hathaway 

 

1) Call to order by Wendell Johnson at 7:00pm 

a. Moment of silence for Florida and Local tragedies. 

2) Additions / Changes to Agenda: none 

a. None. 

3) Public Comments: 

a. Ms. Bessie Chronopoulous. 

b. Ms. Misty Haji-Sheikh.  

c. Mr. Mark Charvat. 

4) Approval of Minutes: 

a. January 10, 2018 Board Minutes 

i. Motion to approve January 10, 2018 minutes by Carolyn Massey 

ii. Seconded by Bill Cummings 

b. January 24, 2018 Special Board Minutes 

i. Motion to approve January 24, 2018 minutes by Carolyn Massey 

ii. Seconded by Gary Vander Meer 

5) Announcements: 

a. The addition and welcome of Sharon Blake, new board member, once the city council approves. 

6) Communications: 

a. Letter from Ms. Bessie Chronopoulous, acknowledged by the board 

b. Wendell Johnson and Emily Faulkner met with the City of DeKalb Mayor to discuss the Levy. 

7) Reports: 

a. Director’s report 

i. All members reviewed and were generally satisfied. 

ii. Trustee Joan Burger asked if Emily Faulkner was concerned about the building. Emily 

mentioned that since her restructuring of staff and chain of command, the Facilities 

manager now reports directly to Emily and she has much more information regarding 

the building’s state and any issues as they arise.  

iii. Joan Burger commented on recent issue with elevator, which brought forth a discussion 

of the banning 5 teenage girls for 1 year due to inappropriate behavior in the elevator.  

iv. Gary Vander Meer brought up recent issues with the library doors, which have been 

resolved as a reaction to cold weather and the doors not closing and locking completely 

on their own. Staff are now aware of the problem and are able to correct the issue as it 

arises. 



8) Discussion / Action Items 

a. Introduction of accountant Kelly Zabinski of Zabinski Consulting Services, Inc.  

i. Zabinski Consulting Services primarily works with government entities: cities, towns, 

public library’s, and other such organizations make up 90% of their business. Kelly 

personally has been working in government accounting for 23 years and has been 

working for herself for 11 years. She has worked for large and small accounting firms 

and feels she has a wealth of knowledge that she can utilize to support small 

organizations like DeKalb Public Library, and feels accounting information can be 

provided quickly and accurately to the board prior to monthly meetings.   

ii. QuickBooks vs QuickBooks Online was discussed for the convenience of communication 

and collaboration between Zabinski Consulting Services and the DeKalb Public Library, 

the transition to QuickBooks online was generally received as the favorable option. 

iii. Additional discussions were made among board members as to further discussing with 

Kelly the acquisition of information prior to board meetings, keeping in mind that the 

current schedule could present a board meeting as early as the 8th day of a month. To 

be discussed outside of meetings with Zabinski Consulting Services and information 

relayed back to the board at the next meeting. Some discussion regarding the future 

moving of board meeting dates based on the outcome of questions to Zabinski 

Consulting Services. 

b. Review of the New Website – Morningstar Media 

i. The board was given a thorough demonstration of the new website by Morningstar 

Media’s Ashley Murcia and the Library’s Samantha Hathaway. The main page will have 

an interchanging image for the promotion of the library and certain programs. The 

requested video of the library is easily accessible, but was found to be distracting when 

played throughout a patron’s visit to the website. The new website is much easier to 

navigate, allowing patrons to view upcoming events by subject; children’s, teen, adult, 

all; and was generally well received by the board, guests, and audience.  

c. Review of Standards for Libraries – Chapter 8 

i. The chapter was satisfactorily reviewed by the board, there was a small discussion of 

the Chicago Public Library and the Chicago Cultural Center. 

ii. Trustee Carolyn Massey remarked for the Record: She recalls that Tiff funds were 

discussed when the City and Library were considering Levy, tiff, and other options. The 

library board went with the recommendation of the banks which was the Levy. The 

library raised the levy in accordance with the recommendation of the banks. 

d. Review of the Trustee Facts File – Chapter 9 

i. The chapter was satisfactorily reviewed by the board. 

9) Finance: 

a. Approve Monthly January 2018 Bills 

i. Board Member Carolyn Massey had a question of what “Brainfuse” is: Brainfuse is a 

database that provides homework help through a provision called “Help Now”, giving 

our patrons access to tutoring. It additionally provides job help through a provision 

called “Job Now” that provides services including a 24-hour resume review.  

ii. Board member Gary Vander Meer moved to pay bills 

iii. Bill Cummings seconded this motion. 



iv. President Wendell Johnson initiated a roll call to approve the paying of January bills: 1) 

Joan Burger – Yes, 2) Carolyn Massey – Yes, 3) Bill Cummings – Yes, 4) Gary Vander Meer 

– Yes, 5) Wendell Johnson – Yes. 

b. Review Financials  

i. The review of the financials is postponed to the next meeting.  

c. Fundraising Report 

i. Presented by Samantha Hathaway of the DeKalb Public Library: The loan interest for 

January was on the last report (December), and should not have been; amount of 

$10,306.16. January and December were paid together, which makes the 2/14/18 

presentation of loan interest totals accurate, whereas the last one presented 

(December) was not accurate. Essentially we received a $2000 pledge, which is money 

raised. Though because interest was paid together for 2 months (Dec. & Jan.) we see an 

expense rather than a profit. There was interest paid off, and more people giving to 

DKPL in December as typically more people donate at the end of the calendar year. The 

areers amount was $25k worth, and we are holding steady at 6-8.  

10) Old business 

a. None 

11) New Business 

a. None 

12) Adjournment 

a. Board Vice President; Bill Cummings moved to adjourn, and was seconded by Trustee; Joan 

Burger.  

b. All in favor? Yes at 8:01p.m. 2/14/18. 

 


