
 

 

Friends of DeKalb Library Minutes, March 5, 2018 
 
Members present: Deborah Booth, Jill Cutts, Sue Doubler, Donna Gable, Alice Hall, Dorothy 
Thorsen, and Theresa Winterbauer. Library staff: Samantha Hathaway.  Board liaison: No 
liaison attended the meeting. 
The meeting was called to order at 4:45 p.m.  
An addition to old business (memorials) was added to the agenda by Dorothy. Dorothy moved 
and Donna seconded that the agenda be approved with the requested changes.  
Dorothy moved and Jill seconded that the minutes from January be approved with one change. 
(Note: The February meeting was canceled due to weather.) 
 
Treasurer's Report 
Earnings in February were $1,155.00 in memberships and $251.00 from the sale of books 
($141.00 from shelves and $110.00 from sales made by Rich). 
Expenses in February were $554.00 for youth programming, $832.00 for movie licensing, 
$50.00 for a permit for the Give Local fundraising campaign, and $49.00 for supplies. 
The balance at the end of February was $13,213.93.  
 
Old Business 
Membership card - Jill asked about the membership card.  Deb said it is in the works and 
suggested an “evergreen” card that does not have a printed year. Sam said she would update 
the current card with the logo and send it to Deb, who said she would be mailing the cards and 
thank you letters to members as soon as the card is finalized. 
 
New Logo and website - Sam said logo has been created in all permutations, but at the 
moment, only Sam has access. Sam said it’s the same logo as the library’s, except it’s green 
and says Friends.  
 
Sam said the new library website went live the previous week. The process went well, despite a 
few minor problems. The Friends’ webpage was transferred from old website. Officers’ names 
have been updated. Deb noted that there is no contact information on the page and a request 
was made for the library phone number and Friends’ email address to be added to the page. 
Ryan (IT) has reset the  password for the phone in the Friends’ room. The phone was on Do not 
disturb, so no one could leave messages.  
 
The Friends’ webpage now has a web submission form for membership, not a form that is 
printed by the new member and mailed. Sue noted that there is no way to pay with the web 
submission form and it was agreed that we would prefer the old form. Deb will send the form to 
Sam and she can do a pdf of the form with the new logo and post it on the site. 
 
Give Local Membership - Alice has arranged to pay $50 fee to join DeKalb County Community 
Foundation and qualify for the Friends to participate in the Give Local campaign. Sam asked 
about the fee and said the library is paying for membership and the library is allowed to let the 
Friends use the membership. Jill said it needs to be separate because the Friends are a 501 
3C.  Alice needs to get access to text. Jill suggested taking off “The” from title and using 
“Friends of the DeKalb Public Library,” so we are higher on the alphabetical list. Alice will need 
to add the new logo. 
 
April Book Sale preparation -The group discussed how we are going to organize the sorting of 
donated books as we move forward. Alice said we need to get working on the books. Dorothy 
said she’d work on DVD’s. Donna said that she and her husband Ken will work on moving the 



 

 

books to the storage room soon. Jill said we need more muscle to help with set up. Sam said 10 
NIU students are helping at the library on NIU Cares Day, which is April 21 (Saturday), but it 
was noted that we need help for set up and tear down. We have the room the whole day. Jill 
advised getting the table set up early. Sam said the tables could be set up ahead of time with 
the schema. Alice said she will have a signup sheet for volunteers to work at the sale (including 
set up and tear down) at the next meeting. 
 
A booksale committee was formed to focus on the logistics of the sale: Theresa, Donna, Sue, 
Deb, and Alice. Theresa said she had checked with the people who had called to volunteer, but 
had not gotten any response. 
 
Sue - Do we want to have an ad in the program for the Kishwaukee Kiwanis talent show, which 
is on April 7? The cost would be $50. Dorothy moved and Donna seconded that we should do 
this. Motion passed. 
 
Memorials - Dorothy proposed memorials of $50 each in honor of two Friends’ children who 
have passed away. Nancy Allen’s son, Douglas Allen, died last week and Alice Hall’s daughter, 
Stephanie Barnes, died in August. Dorothy moved and Jill seconded that this be approved. The 
motion passed.  
 
Minutes are by Donna Gable from this point to the end of the meeting: 
 
New Business 

Revisions to form requesting funding from Friends - A revised version of the form was presented and 

discussed and the following changes were suggested: 

• It was thought that the lines "Describe why this item or service or program .... " and "Describe who will 

benefit..." should be combined into one. (Italics = additions to original text.)  

• Under Programs, Samantha Hathaway felt having staff try to estimate how many people would attend 

by age group would be extremely difficult. She also thought the option of "don't know" might become a 

default answer. She suggested replacing "don't know" with "all ages".  

• Donna Gable suggested that perhaps the list of groups to check off should be combined with "Describe 

who will benefit" and the estimate of how many might attend should be on its own. 

• It was suggested that the line "Check payable to:" be added. 

• Theresa Winterbauer and Samantha Hathaway both supported adding the Assessment requirement to 

the form. Winterbauer suggested putting this at the end of the form after the signatures.  

• During some discussion relating to the proposed form changes, Alice Hall mentioned that it would be 

nice to know how materials were used for possible PR for the Friends. Hathaway urged that everything 

on the form be on one page.  

 

Alice Hall had a question regarding book sale procedure. She has been opening all DVD cases to check 

that the discs are there. Does she need to do so? She was told no, just pull out the children's DVDs to box 

up separately but don't bother to check the cases. We put a sign up telling customers to check media 

before buying. 

 

Funding Requests:  

Theresa Winterbauer made the following requests: 

• $160.00 for four programs @ $40.00 each for Cat Yoga with TAILS (money goes to yoga instructor);  

• $200.00 for Jessica McClure of Parties With Character who will portray Mal from the Island and 

Hermione Granger; 



 

 

• $75.20 for supplies for the Fancy Nancy tea party for the World of Reading event on March 24;  

• $85.00  for LED lights and battery packs to add to Mighty Builder sets (these are reusable for future 

programs) which will be used on March 26 for a Children's program and on March 27 for a Teen's 

program;  

• $300.00 for the materials for a four-session pilot program on Creative Relationships and $117.00 for 

three AMC movie gift cards and one video game prize to be awarded in conjunction with the program, 

requested by the Teen Department; and  

• $59.00 each for three rolling coat racks to replace current ones which have fallen apart. 

 

Sam Hathaway made the following requests: 

• $150.00 to bring back the Stone Soup Shakespeare Troop for an all-ages performance of "The Taming 

of the Shrew" on June 1 at Huntley Park; and  

• $1,026.49 for a portable sound system with four microphones ($770.00 for the speaker system, $39.99 

each for the mics, $84.54 for shipping and handling) which can be used for panel discussions and 

programming anywhere in the building.  

 

Dorothy Thorsen made a motion to fund all the requests which Alice Hall seconded. The motion passed. 

 

Liaison from Friends to attend Library Board meetings - Alice Hall presented the idea that we should 

have someone from the Friends attend Library Board of Trustee meetings. She asked if anyone wanted to 

volunteer to do this. No one offered so she decided to let members think about it and she will revisit the 

idea in the future.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:02 p.m. 

 
Submitted jointly by Deborah Booth, Secretary and Donna Gable, Vice-President 
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